
  

Prof. Jiming Liu is appointed as 

Associate Vice-President (Research) of 

our University effectively from 1 May 

2017. 

 

In the past years, Prof. Liu has made 

exceptional contributions to the University 

in different capacities (e.g., currently as 

Associate Vice-President (Research), and 

had served as Head of Computer Science 

Department, Acting Dean / Associate 

Dean of the Science Faculty, Council  

Member,  Senate Member, Academic Development Committee, 

Director of the Centre for Health Informatics, etc.). In particular, our 

MSc ITM and MSc AIS programmes were initiated and launched by 

him. 

 

With Prof. Liuôs capable leadership and strong enthusiasm, the 

University will turn the research challenges into opportunities. 

HKBU appoints  

Associate Vice -President (Research)  



н 

Announcing Our New Department Head 
and Associate Head  

 
Prof. P.C. Yuen has finished his term of service as Department Head 

on 31 August, 2017. Under Prof. Yuenôs capable leadership, our 

Department has made tremendous development in the past six years 

(e.g., more and strengthened teaching and research activities, stronger 

competitiveness, and better reputation in the local and international 

academic communities, etc.). In particular, he has created a lot of new 

learning opportunities for our students (e.g., overseas workshops, 

internship, exchanges and study tours; distinguished lectures; outside-

classroom learning activities; new curriculum and courses, etc.). We all 

thank Prof. Yuen for his great contributions to our Department. Prof. Yuen also serves as the 

co-convener of the recently formed Interdisciplinary Research Cluster of the University, to 

steer the research development ahead. Prof. Yuen is now on sabbatical leave and visiting 

ETH Zurich in Switzerland, and will come back to HKBU in January 2018. 

Dr. William Cheung has taken up the role of Department Head with 

effect from 1 September, 2017. In the past years, Dr. Cheung has 

played important roles in the Department and the University (e.g., 

Associate Head of Department, Chairman of Undergraduate 

Management Committee, Programme Coordinator for BSc in 

Computing Studies (Information Systems) Programme, Senate 

Member, General Education Committee Member, and Associate 

Director of the Centre for Health Informatics, etc.). With Dr. Cheungôs 

capable leadership and strong enthusiasm, our Department will 

continue to move ahead for further development in the coming years of 

challenges and opportunities. 

Prof. Xu Jianliang has taken up the role of Associate Department 

Head with effect from 1 September, 2017. Prof. Xu received the 

Presidentôs Award for Outstanding Performance in Scholarly work in 

2017. He successfully secured external competitive research grants ï 

has secured 12 GRF projects as well as ITF projects since 2003, and is 

well received from researchers in the Database field.  
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Dr. Kristen Li and Dr. Jean Lai are appointed as Associate 

Programme Directors for the programmes of Master of Science in 

Information Technology Management and Advanced Information 

Systems from this academic year. They will serve the programmes 

under the supervision of Prof. Leung Yiu Wing, Programme 

Director of the two MSc programmes.  
Dr. Jean Lai Dr. Kristen Li 

New Associate Programme Directors  

Happenings in Our Department  

Faculty Achievements  

Prof. Cheung Yiu-ming, Professor of our Department, won 

the Gold Medal with Distinction in the Computer Science 

Category and the Swiss Automobile Club Prize at the 45th 

International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva which was held 

in Switzerland from 29 March to 2 April, 2017. Prof. Cheung 

designed a Fatigue Driving Detection and Alarm System which 

can alert drowsy driving by analyzing the facial expression and 

head pose of driver with detection and tracking technologies. 

 

Prof. Xu Jianliang, Professor of our Department, was awarded 

the Presidentôs Award for Outstanding Performance in Scholarly 

Work 2017. Prof. Xu has published over 150 articles in high quality 

referred journals and conferences in Database field. He successfully 

secured over HK$12 million external research grants. He is a senior 

member of IEEE and CCF, and a member of IEEE Technical 

Committee on Data Engineering and CCF Technical Committee on Databases. He is an 

Associate Editor of IEEE Transactions on Knowledge and Data Engineering (TKDE) and 

Proceedings of VLDB Endowment (PVLDB). His outstanding research contributions in the area of 

Databases are deserved to be recognized. 

 

Dr. Carmen Lam, Lecturer of our Department, was awarded 

the Faculty Performance Award for Outstanding Performance in 

Teaching 2017. Dr. Lam is passionate in teaching. She helps 

students achieve learning outcomes stated, and to arouse 

studentsô learning interests. Her teaching is well received. 

Congratulations to Prof. Cheung, Prof. Xu and Dr. Lam!  
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ASC17 is the largest supercomputing contest in the world. After two months of intense prelimi-

nary contests, 20 teams were selected to enter the finals held in Wuxi, China from 24 to 28 April 

2017. In the finals, each participating team was required to design their own supercomputing sys-

tem within the limit of 3,000 watts, and to apply the system to seven frontier scientific and engi-

neering projects. 

Among the 230 participating teams from over the world, our Computer Science Representative 

Team successfully entered the finals as one of the top 8 teams. Moreover, with much pride and 

excitement, our team was the winner of the First Class Award. 

Led by Dr. Chu Xiaowen and Mr. Xu Pengfei (a HKBU graduate), our team was composed of five 

senior computer science students, namely Wang Shihao (Year 2), Zou Xueyan (Year 3), Cheong 

Chin Wang (Year 3), Wei Wenzhou (Year 4), and Ho Chun San (Year 4). The team is the only 

Hong Kong team entered the final. The participating students expressed their gratitude to Dr. 

Chu and our Department for the valuable learning opportunity and experience. They indicated 

that they have achieved tremendous improvement in knowledge of high performance computing 

and deep neural network, and strategy formulation techniques. 

 

   Congratulations to the winning team!  

ASC Student Supercomputer Challenge 2017 (ASC17)  
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MSc Activities & Events 

HKBU -Kyoto University Joint Workshop  

Our Department, Kyoto University, and National Cheng Kung University have co-organized the 

2017 Joint Workshop on Design for Sustainability (D4S) in Tainan, Taiwan (26-29 May), in Kyoto, 

Japan (29 May - 1 June) and in Hong Kong (1-4 June). The theme for 2017 is ñCreative Design 

for Sharing Economyò. Thirty-nine students and professors from the three universities have jointly 

designed some new ways to study sharing economy related challenges for the aging populations 

in the three cities. The workshops were featured with lectures, fieldwork, interviews, and 

intensive group discussion sessions. It is our honor to have the Prof. Roland Chin, President, 

Prof. Jiming Liu, Vice President (Research), Dr. Albert Chau, Vice President (Teaching and 

Learning),  and Prof. P C Yuen, Former Head of our Department, to join the Hong Kong 

workshop. Mr. Huang junjian, and Mr. Wu Yufeng (two ITM students) represented the MSc 

programme to join the workshop this year. Their feedbacks on the workshop were highly positive.  
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Study Tour to Japan  

To enhance COMP studentsô learning experience and promote cultural diversity, our Department 

has organized a study tour to Kyoto and Osaka, Japan in Summer, from 6 to 10 June 2017. Mr. 

Huo Baisheng, and Mr. Wen Aofeng (ITM students) joined the tour this year.  

During the 5-day tour, the group has attended some interesting talks and workshops on various 

topics. In addition to research laboratories in the Kyoto University and the Osaka University, they 

have also visited the Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute International (ATR) 

where some cutting-edge projects were presented.  
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Italy Internship Programme  

In Summer 2017, twenty-three AIS and ITM students joined the Internship Programme to Italy. 

From June to July, they spent about six weeks in Italy, working as interns in an IT Laboratory or 

company. In addition, the University of Perugia (a public university founded in 1308) also offered 

a few seminars or courses on advanced IT topics to our students during their stay. The students 

enjoyed the social and cultural exchanges. This on-the-job training programme gives students a 

good opportunity to broaden their horizon by gaining some overseas living and working 

experiences. Come join us next year!  


